Therapy Dogs of Vermont (TDV)
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Date: July 17, 2025
Time: 6:03 p.m.
Location: [insert meeting location]
Presiding: Evan Stainman, President
Secretary: Michele Shepard
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by President Evan Stainman.
2. Roll Call
Present: Evan Stainman (President), Craig Deslaurier (Vice President), Robin Wheel (Treasurer), Michele Shepard (Secretary), Amanda Spencer, Michele Tulis, Valerie Smith, Emily Lester, Deb Helfrich, Karen Odato, Michelle Carrol.
3. Approval of Minutes (June 21, 2025)
· Motion: Valerie Smith moved to approve the minutes of June 21, 2025.
· Second: Michele Tulis.
· Vote: Motion carried unanimously.
4. Reports
Treasurer’s Report (Robin Wheel):
· Regular account balance: $49,506.
· Certificates of Deposit:
· $81,467, maturing February 4, 2026.
· $25,000, maturing February 5, 2026.
Annual Meeting Update:
· Board members, Certification Team, and CRP Committee will be divided among tables to provide more access to membership.
· Member gift: TDV T-shirt (sizes due with RSVP).
· Topics confirmed; committee members assigned to contact speakers.
Certification Team Presentation:
· Deb Helfrich and Karen Odato presented a PowerPoint overview of the Certification Team, their roles, and current projects.
5. Unfinished Business
· Mileage Reimbursement Policy: Discussion held regarding reimbursement for Certification Team members. Craig Deslaurier and Robin Wheel will draft a policy.
· Website Committee: Current vendor (Burlington Bytes) not meeting organizational needs. A committee was formed (Craig, Robin, and one Certification Team member) to interview potential new vendors.
6. New Business
· UVM Medical Center Therapy Dog Initiative: UVM MC has initiated an internal therapy dog program for staff. The board agreed to invite UVM MC representatives to a future meeting to provide clarification and details.
· TDV Phone Number:
· Motion: Valerie Smith moved that TDV establish a general organizational phone number with voicemail.
· Second: Robin Wheel and Evan Stainman.
· Vote: Motion carried unanimously.
7. Adjournment
· The regular meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.
· The Board entered executive session at 7:36 p.m. and concluded at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Shepard, Secretary

